IX, in]                          PACIFICATION                              3x5
In the course of little more than a year's hard fighting, Probus
completed the deliverance of Gaul. He himself took the field
against the Longiones and captured Semnon, their chief, and
then, when his lieutenants had defeated the Franks on the
lower Rhine, he joined them in a victorious attack on the Bur-
gundians and Vandals. Sixty famous cities of Gaul were freed
from the barbarian, tens of thousands of Germans were killed,
forts were established across the Rhine 'in solo barbarico,' and
Probus could even play with the idea of establishing a new province
of Germany. Nine chiefs knelt for mercy at his feet, hostages were
demanded and 16,000 Germans were distributed in small bodies
over the Roman army1. The Germans had to supply corn and
cattle and submit to disarmament; it was for the Roman Empire
that they were now to till their soil, to Roman arms that they were
to look for protection and the decision of their internal quarrels2.
One body of prisoners was sent to Britain, where they were later
to render valuable service to their captor (p. 316 sq.\
Early in 278 Probus could regard the Gallic danger as ended
and turn his attention to other problems3. He pacified Raetia,
and repulsed an invasion of Vandals from Illyricum4. A rebellion
in the East was already over before Probus himself could arrive
to suppress it. A certain Julius Saturninus, an able soldier,, who
is said to have held high command under Aurelian and to have
enjoyed the full confidence of Probus himself, was forced by his
troops in Syria to assume the purple, and, after a brief usurpation,
perished at Apamea5. Troubles in the south of Asia Minor now
claimed the attention of Probus. Lydius (or Palfuerius ?), a
brigand of daring and capacity worthy of a better cause, seized
1 Zosimus i, 67 sq.; S.H.A. Prab. 13 sq.\ in a letter to the Senate
Probus (ib. 15, 3) speaks of septuaginta urbes nobiltsstmae captivitafe hastktm
vindicatae (for the number, as against the sixty given elsewhere, cf. Julian,
Conv. [CaesJ\ 314, A-B, possibly significant for the date of the biography) 5
Orosius VH, 24; Zonaras xii, 29 (p. 609).                2 S.H.A, Prob.i^.
3  The order of events is far from certain: fighting was perhaps going on
at the same time in Gaul, Raetia and Illyricum.
4  Zosimus i, 68, 25 Trorapov Aiyvos has been thought to  indicate
Augsburg on the Lech as the scene of the battle.
* S.H.A. Quad. tyr. (Firmus etc). 7 sqq. sap that Aurelian had given him
limtis oriental^ ducatum and describes his visit to Egypt; Jordanes, Romana,
293 M, says that he was magister militum, sent to restore Antiooh, and that
he rebelled there. Zonaras xn, 29 (p. 609) calls him a Moor; Zosimus i,
66 agrees and says that he was governor of Syria. Two gold coins of
Saturninus, apparently of the mint of Antioch, are known: cf. Babeton,
ir. 3, pp. 167^. and BuIL de Nttm. 1895, p. 107.